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January 15, 2021 

Dear Mount Carmel School Families, 

As we make our way through the new year, we are filled with joy over the promise of a new 
year. With that joy, we want to share some important updates with you, which are bulleted below 
and explained in detail thereafter: 

• In honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Monday, January 18, is an official holiday for the 
entire school family. 

• School will be dismissed early next week Tuesday, January 19, to allow our teachers to get 
the second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

• The school’s Theatre Club invites students to virtual auditions that will be held next week for 
two upcoming productions. 

• Join us in celebrating Catholic Schools Week 2021. 
• Please, make dashboard signs for after-school pick-up. 
• Stay safe, stay vigilant, and stay healthy! 

MLK DAY: NO CLASSES ON MONDAY, JANUARY 18 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote, in his famous Letter from a Birmingham Jail, “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” On Monday, January 18, we join the rest of the 
nation in recommitting ourselves to justice everywhere and honoring a powerful legacy by 
celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day. While we will not have classes on this day, learning can 
and should continue, especially about what this day means to all of us, our nation, and the world. 
In fact, AmeriCorps celebrates the holiday as an official day of service in honor of the civil rights 
leader’s life and legacy. Learn more at www.nationalservice.gov. 

HALF DAY ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 19; 12:05—12:50 DISMISSAL 

Through the vigilant efforts of the Office of the Governor and the Governor’s COVID-19 Task 
Force, our teachers and staff have begun availing of COVID-19 vaccines for educators. As a 
school family, we are doing this to keep our teachers, our students, our school, and our 
community safe. Since many of our teachers must get their second dose of the vaccine on 
Tuesday, January 19, we will dismiss classes early on that day, with gates opening at 12:05 to 
facilitate dismissal until 12:50 pm. We ask that all students leave by that time so that our teachers 
may proceed to the Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation for their vaccine. 

Our mission is to educate the whole person to see with Christ’s eyes.

https://americorps.gov/newsroom/events/mlk-day


MCS THEATRE CLUB VIRTUAL AUDITIONS ON WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY 

"As You Like It" Virtual Auditions • January 20, 3:30--5:30 pm 

Audition for Mount Carmel School’s next theatrical production, a 
musical adaptation of William Shakespeare’s timeless comedy, “As 
You Like It”. Virtual auditions are open to 1st—12th grade students 
and will be held on Wednesday, January 20, from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
online via a secure Zoom link and passcode that will be sent to 
auditioning students. Complete the online audition form at the 
following link: https://forms.gle/yHAr4z91rirBdezM9. For more 
information, visit www.mountcarmelsaipan.com or email 
galvin.deleonguerrero@gmail.com. 

"Zero2Hero" Virtual Auditions • January 21 

Audition for Mount Carmel School’s next film production, a sequel to 
2011’s “Zero to Hero”, “Zero2Hero”. Virtual auditions are open to 
7th—12th grade students and will be held via video submission. 
Complete an online audition form and submit your audition video via 
the following link: https://forms.gle/pwM1ZvVjnENQWYqN6. 
Deadline for submission: Thursday, January 21, at 5:00 pm. For more 
information, visit www.mountcarmelsaipan.com or email 
galvin.deleonguerrero@gmail.com. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2021: “FAITH. EXCELLENCE. SERVICE.” 

We are excited to continue a cherished tradition at the school by joining Catholic schools across 
the nation in celebrating Catholic Schools Week from January 31 through February 6. The new 
theme for the week, “Faith. Excellence. Service.”, helps us recognize these core values of 
Catholic schools. As the National Catholic Educational Association noted in announcing the new 
theme, “As communities of faith, Catholic schools instill in students their destiny to become 
saints.  Academic excellence is the hallmark of Catholic education intentionally directed to the 
growth of the whole person – mind, body and spirit.  Finally, service is fundamental to Catholic 
education and the core of Catholic discipleship.  Service is intended to help form people who are 
not only witnesses to Catholic social teaching, but also active participants through social 
learning.” 

In order to keep our school family and the broader community safe and healthy, events and 
activities for this year’s Catholic Schools Week have been modified to follow COVID-19 
mitigation guidelines set forth by the CNMI’s COVID-19 Task Force. You can find the complete 
and detailed schedule for Catholic Schools Week 2021 below. 

Our mission is to educate the whole person to see with Christ’s eyes.
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HELP US WITH AFTER-SCHOOL PICK-UP WITH DASHBOARD SIGNS 

We want to thank everyone for their patience, understanding, and cooperation with our after-
school pick-up procedures. We are doing all that we can to improve and streamline the process to 
make it safe yet convenient for our families. You can help by preparing a sign or a placard that 
has your child’s grade level and first and last name printed in large letters, and then hold up the 
sign or placard when driving up. This will not only speed up by the process, but it will help avoid 
“wrong” orders from being placed. Thank you for your help in this. 

STAY VIGILANT. STAY SAFE. STAY HEALTHY. 

Our diligent and collective efforts as a community have kept the CNMI one of the safest places 
in the world with one of the lowest transmission rates in the nation. Likewise, here at the school, 
we thank all our families for working with us and cooperating with our COVID-19 mitigation 
efforts. Whether teaching your children proper hygiene, complying with our procedures and 
protocols, or following traffic safety procedures, you have helped our school safely conduct face-
to-face classes. However, we must not become complacent. We must remain vigilant. As such, 
remember the three simple Ws: 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have 
been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• Watch your distance by maintaining a physical distance of at least 6 feet between yourself 
and other people you don’t live with. 

• Wear a mask in public settings around people who don’t live in your household.  

These are challenging times, but we have survived devastating typhoons, economic recessions, 
and many other tragedies. But, we’re all in this together, and with FAITH in our Lord, HOPE 
for a better tomorrow, and LOVE for each other, we will get through this. We are KNIGHT 
STRONG. We are MARIANAS STRONG. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Galvin Deleon Guerrero, EdD 
President

Our mission is to educate the whole person to see with Christ’s eyes.



Catholic Schools Week 2021 
“Catholic Schools: 

Faith. Excellence. Service.” 

Schedule of Events 

Date Time Event Location/Notes

Sunday 
January 31 
Catholic Schools 
in our Parish

Times 
Vary

Eucharistic Celebrations Students’ respective parishes 

Students must wear full school 
uniform.

Monday 
February 1 
Catholic Schools 
in our Community

All Day Poster Contest (Grades K4-5) 
Poetry Contest (Grades 6-8) 
Essay Contest (Grades 9-12) 
Homeroom-Based Team-Building Activities (All 
Grades) 
Donor Appreciation Banner Making (All grades 

Regular School Dismissal

Students’ respective homeroom 
classrooms 

Students must wear full school 
uniform.

Tuesday 
February 2 
Catholic Schools 
in our Faculty 
and Staff

7:30—
11:35 am 

11:35—
12:00 pm

Preparation and Distribution of Appreciation 
Cards, Letters, Gifts, Tokens, Etc. (All Grades) 

Early School Dismissal

Students’ respective homeroom 
classrooms 

Students must wear full school 
uniform.

Wednesday 
February 3 
Catholic Schools 
in our Vocations

All Day Various classroom-based activities: 
• Donation Drive for MMB Sisters 
• Gospel Reflections 
• Researching a Saint 
• Presentations 

Regular School Dismissal

Students’ respective homeroom 
classrooms 

Students must wear full school 
uniform.

Thursday 
February 4 
Catholic Schools 
in our Nation

All Day 

7:00 pm

Various classroom-based activities: 
• Flag, Banner, & Mural Making 
• Practicing the US and CNMI Anthems 

Regular School Dismissal 

MCS Theatre Club premieres “We Drank Our 
Tears: The Stories of Visitacion, Henry, and Dave” 
and encores all other films in the series. 
$5.00 admission (tickets available soon)

Students’ respective homeroom 
classrooms 

Students must wear full school 
uniform. 

American Memorial Park

Friday 
February 5 
Catholic Schools 
in our Students 
and Families

10:00 am Online Trivia Games featuring Student and 
Teacher Competitors 

Students do NOT come to campus on this day

To be streamed on the MCS 
Facebook Page,  
www.facebook.com/
mtcarmelcnmi

Saturday 
February 6 
Catholic Schools 
in our Legacy

10:00 am Virtual Awards Ceremony featuring 
• AlumKnight of the Year 
• Teacher of the Year 
• Parent of the Year 
• AlumKnight Class of the Year 
• Millennium Falcon Awardee of the Year 
• Premiere of the 2021 “Super Bowl” Video

To be streamed on the MCS 
YouTube Channel, 
www.youtube.com/c/
MountCarmelSchool

Our mission is to educate the whole person to see with Christ’s eyes.
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